ATTACHMENT NO. 1

NEBRASKA NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
POLICY STATEMENT 1

ADMINISTRATION

COMMISSION ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION
I. Legislative Authority
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 2-1504 establishes the Nebraska Natural Resources Commission (Commission or
NRC). This enabling statute and other statutes relevant to the Commission's authority and its funds
in Article 2, Chapter 15 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes were amended in 2000 by LB 900 to reflect
the merger of the Commission with the Department of Water Resources to form the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR). The Commission's authority and duties thereafter were to "advise the
department as requested by the director and . . . perform such other functions as are specifically
conferred on the Commission by law."
II. Organization of the Commission
A. The first regularly scheduled meeting date in odd numbered calendar years shall be the
organizational meeting date for the Commission. During this organizational meeting the actions
taken shall include but not be limited to the following:
Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson (the vote to elect the Chairperson and the
Vice-Chairperson may be taken by secret ballot, but the total number of votes for each
candidate shall be recorded in the minutes).
III. Operation of the Commission

A.

The Commission shall:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Administer the authorities, duties and responsibilities as outlined in the statutes;
Formulate and adopt the necessary rules and regulations to carry out its duties and
responsibilities;
Develop, adopt and administer policy as required; and
Comply with the Open Meetings Act (Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 84-1407 through -1414).

B.

A minimum of fourteen members must be present in order for the Commission to conduct
business. Official action of the Commission can only be taken by the concurrence of at least
fourteen members. Determination of such concurrence must be by roll call vote of each member
present. The order of the roll call shall be rotated by one member after such roll call, except
that the Chairperson shall always be called last.

C.

Except as otherwise provided by law or by Commission rule and regulation or policy statement,
Commission and Committee meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Roberts Rules of
Order.
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IV. Notice and Agenda for Commission and Committee Meetings

A. The DNR staff assigned by the Director to assist the Commission shall keep the agendas for all

Commission and committee meetings continually current and they shall be available for public
inspection at least one week prior to each meeting on the NRC website at:
http://www.nrc.nebraska.gov.

B.

The DNR staff shall have the responsibility to develop all Commission and committee agendas.
Commission members and advisors can have items placed on the agenda by notifying the
Chairperson or the DNR staff at least ten days prior to the scheduled Commission meeting,

C.

Commission and committee agendas shall be circulated at least ten days prior to the scheduled
meeting.

D.

Additional items may be placed on the circulated meeting agenda by the Director or by request
of a member until 5:00 p.m. two days before a meeting. Thereafter an agenda may be modified
only by Commission or committee action to include items of an emergency nature only.

V. Role of the Chairperson (or Vice-Chairperson in absence of Chairperson)
A. The Chairperson shall:

1.
2.

3,

4.
5.

Preside over all regular or special meetings of the Commission;
Sign appropriate documents on behalf of the Commission;
Carry out any responsibility, duty or authority delegated to him/her by the Commission;
Represent the Commission as necessary; and
Appoint Chairperson and members of standing and special committees.

VI. Minutes
A.

Minutes of Commission meetings shall be available for public inspection at the DNR office
during normal business hours. The minutes shall:
l.

2.
3.
4.

Be kept of all Commission meetings to show the time, place, members present and
absent, and the substance of all matters discussed;
Record the action taken on any question by roll call vote and how each member voted or
if the member was absent or not voting;
Be written and emailed to Commission members no later than ten working days or prior
to the next convened meeting, whichever occurs earlier; and
Be available by posting to the commission's website after their approval by the
Commission at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

VII. Committee Organizations
A. The Commission shall have the following standing committees, which shall serve for two years:
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l.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Executive, consisting of the Chairperson, Past Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and
standing committee chairpersons
Legislative
Program
Comprehensive Planning
Water Sustainability Fund Application Review the members of which shall be appointed
each year

B.

Unless otherwise delegated by the Commission the authority of these committees is limited to
discussions and studies of pertinent matters and making recommendations for official action
by the Commission.

C.

In addition to the standing committees, the Commission may take action to establish additional
special or ad hoc committees as necessary. In the event that any such committees are
established, the Commission Chairperson shall appoint the Chairperson and members of the
committee, unless otherwise provided in the Commission action establishing such committee.

VIII. Policy Matters

A.

As a means of providing policy guidance to itself and to formulate Commission policies in
written form, the Commission may adopt formal policy statements which outline the official
policy position of the Commission. Unless an emergency exists requiring immediate action,
any proposed policy statement or amendment to an existing policy statement shall be presented
to the Commission for discussion, but without action, and then be automatically laid over until
the next subsequent Commission meeting for action.

B.

Members shall not express public opinions contrary to the policy of the Commission unless it
is qualified as their personal opinion.

IX. Advisory Members

A.

Advisory members of the Commission may be appointed by the Commission. Advisory
members may not:

1.
2.
B.

Make or second a motion; or
Vote on any action considered by the Commission.

Advisor members representing state and federal agencies, including but not limited to the
Natural Resources Conservation Service, the University of Nebraska, the Department of
Environmental Quality, the Nebraska Environmental Trust Board and the Game and Parks
Commission, are requested to bring to the Commission those technical matters and programs
of their agency which would be of interest to the Commission.

X. Travel and Per Diem of Commission Members

A.

Members are authorized to travel on activities as required in their official capacity and shall be
reimbursed from agency funds for such travel and per diem (subject to availability of funds and
applicable state travel directives). The following guidelines are established for authorized instate travel:
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1.
2.
3.

All Commission meetings, including special meetings;
Attendance of two meetings per year: a) in each of the NRDs represented by the
Commission members excluding his/her own NRD, if he/she is a member of an NRD
board or b) to representative groups when reporting on commission activities.
Attendance at other Commission activities to include:

•
•
•
B.

presenting legislative testimony on behalf of the
Commission
Commission hearings and similar activities
Commission committee meetings.

The per diem for members (as specified in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 2-1505) shall be as follows:
1. The dollar limitation applies to a calendar year.
2. “For each day in the performance of his or her duties on the commission,” shall mean:
i. attendance at meetings described in Section X.A. (1-3) above; and
ii. any other duties performed by members related to his or her position as a Commission
or committee member (in addition to i above). The minimum amount of time so spent
pursuant to this subsection ii for which per diem will be allowed shall be at least eight hours
cumulative to constitute a day. There is no maximum amount of time spent in a day.

C.

It shall be the responsibility of each Commission member and advisor eligible for expense
reimbursement to submit within 60 days of the date of incurring the expense, a state voucher
for per diem of reimbursement for travel expenses with receipts according to Department of
Administrative Services' guidelines and DNR policy.

XI. Executive Committee Work on Legislation and Scope Changes
A. The Executive Committee shall review all policy statements at least annually and recommend
any appropriate changes.
B. The Executive Committee in coordination with the Legislative Committee is authorized to
adopt positions on proposed legislation and communicate them to the Legislature. The
Executive Committee will report on such actions at the next meeting of the Commission.
Additionally, the Executive Committee is authorized to delegate to the Legislative Committee
the task of communicating such positions to the Legislature.
C. Project Scope Changes
1. Whenever a Water Sustainability Fund project sponsor seeks approval from the
Commission for a project scope change, such request for a change shall be brought to the
Commission and the Director by the sponsor.
2. Such requested change shall first be reviewed to the Director and if the Director
determines that obtaining such approval prior to the next meeting of the Commission is of
an emergency nature that was unavoidable as a consequence of the actions or inactions of
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the project sponsor, then the request may be brought to the attention of the Executive
Committee. The Executive Committee is authorized, if it so chooses, to act upon the
request and report to the Commission at the Commission’s next meeting.
Adoption of Policy Statement:
This Policy Statement was adopted by the Nebraska Natural Resources Commission on the 22nd day of
May, 2019, and supersedes all prior actions of the Commission regarding this policy.
_________________________________
Scott Smathers, Chairperson
Nebraska Natural Resources Commission
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Gordon W. “Jeff” Fassett, Director
Department of Natural Resources
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