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It is a pleasure to present the 2002 Biennial Report for the Nebraska Resources Development Fund.
This fund continues to be an important, effective and stable means for providing state financial
assistance for the development of sound water resources projects in Nebraska. The Fund, now

in its 28th year, also provides an outstanding example of creative federal-state-local partnerships
for project planning, design, and funding.

To date Nebraska Resources Development Fund projects have been sponsored or co-
sponsored by eighteen Natural Resources Districts, five irrigation districts, eleven munici-
palities, and one county. A number of the projects have been tied to Corps of Engineers
Section 205 flood control projects or the Natural Resources Conservation Service's P.L. 566
Small Watershed Program to stretch funding as far as possible. Flood control projects continue
to demonstrate their effectiveness year after year, while the public is heavily utilizing recreation
facilities many of the projects provide. With a growing demand for water-based recreation, the
importance of adequate inflow and excellent water quality are key factors in project planning and
are fully considered to assure broad and long-term benefits.

A special thanks to the Legislature, with Governor Johann’s support, for continuing to provide
funding for this very important program for the State of Nebraska. The Department of Natural Resources
looks forward to working with sponsors during the next biennium to ensure local needs and
opportunities are met with environmentally sound projects.
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The Resources Development Fund
was created tn 1974 to

assist with the

development and wise use of
Nebraska’s

water and land resources.

Benefits from Resource Development Fund
projects, located across Nebraska, are many
and varied. The projects often emphasize
flood damage reduction, sediment and erosion
control, recreation opportunities and ground
water recharge as a result of the stored water.




The Nebraska Resources Development
Fund Act of 1974 created a fund to

assist with the development and wise use
of Nebraska’s water and land resources.
The Nebraska Resources Development Fund
can be used to provide grants and/or loans
to political subdivisions of the state or an
agency of the state, or it can be used by the
Department of Natural Resources to acquire
an interest in a project in the name of the
state. The Act created a conjunctive admin-
istrative system with certain responsibilities
delegated to the Natural Resources Commis-
sion, and other responsibilities delegated to
a statutorily created “Advisory Board.” On
February 15, 1985, the Director of Natural
Resources assumed the responsibilities and
duties of the Advisory Board in accordance
with the provisions of L.B. 1106.

The primary function of the Director is

to determine project and program eligibility
for Nebraska Resources Development Fund
(NRDF) assistance. The Director must also
determine the type of assistance appropriate:
Grant, loan or a combination thereof. To
accomplish these responsibilities, the Direc-
tor has adopted appropriate rules and regu-
lations, evaluation standards, specifications,
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and guidelines for implementation. The
Director and his staff, along with personnel
from other state agencies as appropriate,
review each application and the Director
must find that a project is economically,
financially and technically feasible as well as
environmentally acceptable in order for it to
be eligible for assistance through the Fund.

The Commission reviews project proposals
and, after receiving recommendations from
the Director, advises project sponsors
whether to proceed with an application

and feasibility report. The Commission’s pri-
mary administrative functions begin once the
Director has reviewed the application, deter-
mined eligibility, and referred those projects
eligible to the Commission. Determination
of funding priorities for eligible programs or
projects is a sole responsibility of the Com-
mission. Prior to any allocation of funds, the
Commission must enter into an agreement
and negotiate other necessary documents to
be assured that the state investment is pro-
tected. Once this is accomplished, the Com-
mission has responsibility for administering
the grant and/or loan and for administering
the repayment provisions of a loan.

September 2002

The application procedure established jointly
by the Director and the Commission is a
two-step process. The first step involves

the submittal of a project proposal by a spon-
sor, and the second step is a project appli-
cation. A sponsor may bypass the project
proposal and initiate the request by submit-
ting an application; however, in such case the
sponsor forfeits the possibility of cost-sharing
on the cost of preparation of the application
and accompanying feasibility study.

A set of “Guidelines” has been distributed

for use by project sponsors in fulfilling

the requirements of the “Project Proposal”
and the “Project Application and Feasibility
Report.” The “Project Proposal” is a brief
document which outlines the nature of the
project, includes a preliminary estimate of
project costs, and gives an indication of the
sponsor’s plans for the project. The Director,
after reviewing the project proposal, recom-
mends to the Commission whether the spon-
sor should proceed with an application and
indicates the likely range of NRDF assis-
tance if the project is later found to be eligi-
ble. The Commission may provide the spon-
sor with additional guidance regarding the
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contents of the application. This process
helps ensure that a sponsor covers all areas
of concern to the Director and Commission
and prevents the inclusion and preparation of
unnecessary material.

The application is to include the necessary
project description, cost estimates, prelimi-
nary design information, description of the
manner in which the project will be operated,
as well as the statutorily required information
to determine whether the project is finan-
cially, economically, and technically feasible
and environmentally acceptable. If the Direc-
tor determines a given project is financially,
economically, and technically feasible and
environmentally acceptable, as well as being
an eligible project under the law, he submits
a recommendation, containing those find-
ings, to the Commission. That recommenda-
tion also stipulates the type of assistance
(grant and/or loan) and amount of assistance.

The Commission, at its first regularly sched-
uled meeting after the Director’s recommen-
dation is received, is briefed on all aspects
of the project by the project sponsor and
Commission staff. Commission policy then
provides that the project be automatically
referred to its Program Committee for prepa-
ration of a recommendation to the Commis-
sion in regard to approval and obligation of
funds, with such recommendation to be sub-
mitted at the subsequent Commission meet-
ing. A delegation of Commission members
must visit a project area before the Commis-

sion takes action.
4

Approval of any project by the Commission
constitutes only acceptance or endorsement
of the project and does not entitle the spon-
sor of that project to receive any money from
the Development Fund. However, the obliga-
tion of funds does set aside a given amount
of money for a project. After approving a
project, the Commission may take action on
“obligating” or “setting aside” funds for that
project if funds are available. Such obligation

Members of the
Natural Resources Commission

may be for the entire project or only for an
independent or separable component of a
project. Additionally, separable components
of larger projects may be designated even if
the components are not independent of each
other, if the project sponsor agrees to such
designation. Commission rules and regula-
tions also establish an assessment process
to allocate available funds among the eligible
projects on an annual basis.

Joseph Hergott, Chair
Roger Korell, Vice-Chair

Garry Anderson Vince Kramper
Frank Bartak Wayne Madsen
Wayne Davis LeRoy Pieper
Beverly Donaldson Donald Roberts
Arlond Garratt Jim Van Marter
Bob Hahn Dan Watermeier

Richard Jiskra
Clinton Johannes
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PRO)ECT REVIEW

As of June 30, 2002, 63 water resources projects have been approved for financial
assistance from the Resources Development Fund. The total allocation for these projects
is $62,353,986.29. The majority of the projects funded provide for the storage of water and
the beneficial use(s) of that water. Flood control, sediment and erosion control, groundwater
recharge, fish and wildlife enhancement, and recreation, including fishing, boating, and swim-
ming, have been the primary benefits that have resulted. Several of the funded projects were
planned through the Natural Resources Conservation Service's P.L. 566 Watershed Program,
its Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Program, or the Corps of Engineers’
Section 205 Flood Control Program. During fiscal years 2001 and 2002, one project was
completed, three project applications were approved for NRDF assistance, and seven
project proposals were received and reviewed.

Breakdown of
Total Costs

of 2 | EX
Resources Development Fund 0. Nebraska
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The total cost of the 63 projects that have been - i* 35 0/ o

approved for Resources Development Fund assistance : Federal

is approximately $160,270,000. Of this amount, the Programs

Development Fund has provided $62,350,000 (39%),

federal programs $56,470,000 (35%) - . a

and local entities $41,450,000 (26%). N\ B = 26%
\ = Local

Entities
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RE-SOH.ROE-S DEVEL«OPMENT FUND F' NANOIAL WSTORY Fiscal Year Appropriation

From its inception, the Resources Development Fund has depended 1975 $1,000,000.00
upon general fund appropriations to provide state financial assistance to 1976 1,000,000.00
local project sponsors. The annual appropriations have been: 1977 1,000,000.00
1978 1,000,000.00
45 1979 1,000,000.00
: 1980 1,650,000.00
1981 1,700,000.00
1982 2,910,000.00

4.0 1983 2,851,800.00
1984 2,851,800.00

= 1985 2,851,800.00
& 1986 1,227,996.732
3.5 2 1987 151,597.003
o 1988 730,000.004
1989 700,000.00

3.0 1990 2,015,000.00s
= o 1991 2,030,000.008
: S g 1992 2,080,000.007
S = = 1993 2,038,000.008
T 525 & ~ 1994 2,020,000.00s
ES 1995 2,020,000.0010:
o] o= 1996 2,220,000.001
g5, - 8 =] B 1997 2,220,000.001z
p B gi8 S ; 1998 2,970,000.0013

= gls ] SAS 970,
S 2 - 8|£ 3 X 1999 2,220,000.0014
> S > s 2000 2,220,000.001s
8S15 2001 2,220,000.001&
2 2002 3,763,200.0017

g 2 ittt s 0 et o
Q Warter Management Fund plus

1.0 4

1,7000,000
iR R SRS, SN 2 DRTTRTP) [EYRTC AET, AN

Lo LA P ] | ST TR S DT P
s

=1 =1 B=1 =} =) ~ $1,232.73 in operating funds
SHEE HEBE ﬁ 3 Includes $50,000.00 cash funds
=l s P = L 4,‘ Includes )ﬁ.?ﬁfﬁtnn})fl(:m‘: funds
= EHE B - 5/ Includes $15,000.00 cash funds
=1 B E BB 1 = 6 Includes $30,000.00 cash funds
O 5 = i Bl Bl B =1 S 7 Includes $80,000.00 cash funds
. 8 (=] 8 Includes $38,000.00 cash funds
I~ E 9, Includes $50,000.00 cash funds
1/ Includes $50,000.00 cash finds
1 Includes $50,000.00 cash funds
12/ Includes $50,000.00 cash funds
0 - 13/ Includes $50,000.00 cash funds
14/ Includes $50,000.00 cash funds
1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 15/ Includes $30,000.00 cash funds
. 16/ Includes $50,000.00 cash funds
Fiscal Year / Includes $50,000.00 cash funds

Total Annual Appropriations 1975-2002 equals $52,661,193.73

& @
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PROJECT STATUS

As of June 30, 2002, a total of 48 projects that received financial assistance from the
Resources Development Fund have been completed. Two other funded projects (School

Creek and Deshler) were terminated by their sponsor prior to land rights acquisition due to
unanticipated cost increases.

It is estimated that approximately $737,500,000 in benefits will accrue from the funded
projects during their project life periods (generally 50 years). These benefits can be
separated into three categories:

Flood Control/Erosion and Sediment Control - $534,700,000.00 (72%)
Recreation/Fish and Wildlife - $146,000,000.00 (20%)
Ground water Recharge/lrrigation Water Management - $ 56,800,000.00 (8%)

20%

Recreation/

Fish and Wildlife
$146,000,000.00

72% / - =8 8%

Flood Control/Erosion and Sediment Control . Ground Water Recharge/

$534,7000,000.00 Irrigation Water Management
$56,800,000.00

A brief description of the completed and currently approved Nebraska Resources Development Fund projects follows:

}1
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COMPLETED R.E.SOMROE PEVELOPMENT FUND PROJECTS

3. AOWA CREEK .
(Buckskin Hills)

Sponsor: Lewis & Clark NRD

tructed approxi-

fJohnstown as  Thijs project involved structure 6-7A of the

sworth Irriga-  Aowa Creek P.L. 566 Watershed Project,

[Serves as a séC-  which was planned as a multi-purpose struc-

rrigation water ture and includes provisions for flood control,

I8 not needed fol-  grade stabilization, recreation, and fish and
yents. Principally  yildlife. The structure is located about four

Water Program miles southwest of Newcastle and has a

: for improved conservation pool of 75 acres. Over the
Its in reduced years this reservoir has supported an excel-
perators. The lent sport fishery. This project utilized a

e water quality  NRDF grant of $144,650.00 and was com-
eek, and Sand  pleted in 1979.
his project was
30,862.50. 4. AURORA 35-11-6

(Pioneer Trails)
Sponsor: Upper Big Blue NRD
- This project involved the construction of a
dam on a tributary of Lincoln Creek north-
involved the east of Aurora. The resulting reservoir was
am on Antelope  designed to have a conservation pool of
County. The approximately 40 acres and provide both
°|. of 44 acres  recreation and groundwater recharge ben-
ection and recre-  gfits. A NRDF grant of $335,364.17 was

Blope (?reek’s awarded to this project and it was com-
erennial flow, pleted in 1987. Recreational use has been

Antelope Creek Project ellent sport less than anticipated due to excessive seep-
ompleted in age losses and high turbidity in the reservoir.
grant of
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5. BIG PAPIO CHANNEL
Sponsor: Papio-Missouri River NRD

The Big Papio Channel Project is a Corps
of Engineers Section 205 flood control
project in Omaha along Big Papillion Creek
between Center and “L” Streets. The proj-
ect included channel improvement work,
improved flow conveyance at a Union
Pacific Railroad bridge, and construction
of a flood warning system along with a
hiking and biking trail. The project was
completed in 1995 and received a NRDF
grant of $2,224,677.53.

6. BIG SANDY #1
Sponsor: Little Blue NRD

Big Sandy #1 is the first of seven potential
structures to be constructed in the Big
Sandy Creek Watershed. The project,
located on the U.S.D.A. Meat Animal
Research Center west of Clay Center, con-
sists of a floodwater retarding and ground-
water recharge structure with a conser-
vation pool of 330 acres. Groundwater
recharge has been monitored at the reser-
voir. A NRDF grant of $396,573.82 was
used in the construction of this project
which was completed in 1982.

7. BIG SANDY #2
Sponsor: Little Bl

Big Sandy #2, the
tial structures in
Watershed provide
along with flood
tat. The structure
four miles northea
tary of Dry Sandy
a conservation pa
flood pool of 560 |
lized a NRDF gra
was completed if}
ect sponsor desig
use area.

8. BUFFALO CRE
(Dawson C
Sponsor: Central

The Buffalo Creeg
consists of seve
structures in the|
ington. The maj¢
is to provide flood™%
land areas of th
tures also provid
reation, and grou
efits. The design
altered to add a €
irrigation canal i
groundwater rec
pleted in 1991,
NRDF grant of §

Big Sandy #1 Project
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River NRD

shed Project in
10 structures.

‘ he project is

10 prot ade ste ation and erosion
. pod damages and
ality are second-
project was awarded
' 12.63 and was

........

ATER
ROJECT
prth NRD

Buffalo Creek Sarpy County ﬂ’-"

-
g

f the Central Butler
lect are to reduce
drface water drain-

e project included
darthen dams, the
ement of drainage
lion of storm water
avid City. Com-
ct utilized a

45,

11. CHALCO HILLS RECREATION AREA
Sponsor: Papio-Missouri River NRD

The Chalco Hills Recreation Area (Papio
Site #20) Project provided for outdoor rec-
reation facility development and limited
land acquisition at the Corps of Engineers’
structure site located along I-80 in Sarpy
County. The recreation area was opened
to the public on August 1, 1988. The Com-
mission approved funding for the project
over a 10-year period with the sponsor
requesting funds each fiscal year. The
NRDF grant for this project totaled
$942,358.95.

12. CLATONIA CREEK
Sponsor: Lower Big Blue NRD

Located one mile north of Clatonia, this
project involved the acquisition of 155
acres and the development of recreation
facilities and fish and wildlife features at

a Natural Resources Conservation Service
P.L. 566 Watershed multi-purpose struc-
ture. The resulting reservoir has a surface
area of approximately 46 acres. NRDF
assistance was in the form of a grant
for $162,750.00 and the project was
completed in 1981. High turbidity in the
reservoir has reduced recreational use at
the site.
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13. CLEAR CREEK WATERSHED
Sponsor: Central Platte NRD

Completed in 1981, this flood control project
consists of six flood water retarding struc-
tures located in northern Polk County. The
reservoirs also provide sediment control and
water for livestock. Total NRDF assistance
was $343,126.91 in the form of a grant.

14. CRYSTAL LAKE
Sponsor: Adams County

This project, which was completed in 1980,
consisted of the renovation of a run-down
public recreation area along the Little Blue
River near Ayr. The deepening and enlarge-
ment of an oxbow was the major feature of
the project. Two rock shelters and a change
house were also renovated. NRDF assis-
tance was $67,806.83 in the form of a
grant. The Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission manages this site as a state recre-
ation area.

15. CUB CREEK
Sponsor: Middle Niobrara NRD

This project, completed in 1979, was devel-
oped in conjunction with the improvement of
Highway 12 west of Springview. The result-
ing road structure impounds a 33-acre lake
that provides recreation opportunities and
fish and wildlife habitat. NRDF assistance
was $87,489.83 in the form of a grant.

16. CZECHLAND
Sponsor: Lower Pla

The Czechland Lake
reation facility develg
watershed flood coniaFst
wood Creek 7-A) ne
and principally fun
Resources Conserv
ture resulted in an 8%
Project was compl e
lized a NRDF grant of $172

17. DAVIS CREEK
Sponsor: Lower Lo

The Davis Creek Re
of the development ¢
at a U.S. Bureau of F
Located southwest o
Creek Reservoir sto
portion of the North
Facility development
and fishing pier, bot
with the fluctuating nat
along with a picnic s
rooms, and parking 3
$96,038.86 was awd

Crystal Lake Project

11



foject called for the
im just west of Desh-

the community and
iprovide various recre-
Brvoir was planned to
P2 acres and a flood
it was suspended in
imated land rights
essive seepage from
9.75 in NRDF
gineering and land

K STABILIZATION
lization Project
the placement of

en King Lake and
Bo. The project was

*fland woodland and some residential property.
NRDF funding was contingent upon accep-
tance of the assessment schedule for the
Improvement Pro;ectArea (IPA) by the involved
landowners. The project was completed
*.in 1988 and utilized a NRDF grant of
$1,164,964.66 and a loan of $135,741.15. The
~NRD made its final loan payment to the Com-
.mission in 1998.

Gering Canal Project

12

20. GERING CANAL (Phase | & 1I)
Sponsor: Gering Irrigation District &
North Platte NRD

The Gering Canal Project consists of two
phases to rehabilitate and improve the
Gering Irrigation District’s facilities. Phase
One involved realigning the main canal to
avoid canyon headcutting while Phase Two
involved construction of a new spillway.
Phase Two has reduced the potential for
flooding in the City of Gering. The project
was awarded a NRDF grant of $105,155.20
and a NRDF loan of $168,106.13 at a low
interest rate for irrigation facility rehabil-
itation projects. The project was com-
pleted in 1998.

21. GERING CANAL (Phase lll)
Sponsor: City of Gering

The Gering Canal Phase Ill Project involves
the installation of an inlet structure in the east
wall of the Gering Irrigation Canal in order to
direct excess flows to a reinforced concrete
pipe under Highway 71 and D Street and
eventually outlet to South Gering Drain. This
serves to reduce the frequency and severity
of flooding in the western part of Gering.

The project was completed in 2000 and
NRDF assistance totaled $154,769.18 in
the form of a grant.




22. HOWELLS LEVEE
Sponsor: Village of Howells

The project, planned, designed, and princi-
pally funded by the Corps of Engineers under
Section 205, provides the Village of Howells
with 500-year flood protection along the East
Fork of Maple Creek. The project consists

of the improvement of an existing levee on
the north side of town and construction of a
new levee on the east side of the community.
The project was completed in 1997 with a
NRDF grant of $145,155.34.

23. LIBERTY CREEK
(Liberty Cove)
Sponsor: Little Blue NRD

The Liberty Creek Project is a recreation

and flood control project located southwest of .

Lawrence. The 36-acre reservoir provides for
various recreation activities, including swim-
ming and fishing. The structure also provides
some flood protection to downstream roads
and bridges and agricultural land. Com-
pleted in 1991, this project received a
NRDF grant of $223,162.50.

24. LODGEPOLE SIL P .
Sponsor: City of S ‘ -~ :

This Corps of Enging
consists of channel |
Lodgepole Creek
Sidney along with
an accompanying
and the replacemern
The project will red
nearly confine the 1
improved stream cha
completed in the spring
NRDF grant of $1,08

25. LONG BRANC
(Kirkman’s ¢
Sponsor: Nemaha

Long Branch Site 2
purpose structure i
shed. The project
acres located apprg
miles northwest of F
was constructed o
resulting reservoir i
of 160 acres. The g
control, grade stab
fish and wildlife hak
utilized a NRDF g
was completed in
sor conducted the I§
Lakes Project whic
tion of a sediment b
reservoir and the i
shoreline to reduce

Liberty Creek Project

1.3




e s 96, LOOMIS PIPELINE

 of

Maskenthine Project
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- Sponsor: Central Nebraska Public Power
and Imigation District & the Village of Loomis

Locatéd-at Loomis, this project involved the
i an open irrigation
proved water con-

f the health, safety,
)omis residents

he project. A NRDF grant
was utilized and the project

i Creek Flood Con-

xcavated floodway
ercepts storm runoff

ibs and conveys it
' The project, which
fl, was designed and

ps of Engineers.

nt of $465,823.57

. In 1995 the City of
loan for the project.

INRD

unded through

)evelopment Fund,
e mile north of

ek. The resulting
od control, fish
nt control, and rec-

reational opportunities. Financial assistance
in the form of a grant of $269,978.98 was
provided by the NRDF and the project was
completed in 1976. The NRD has constructed
additional facilities at the site in recent years
and it continues to be a very popular public
recreation area. In 2002 the Maskenthine Res-
toration Project was completed. Funded by the
Lower Elkhom NRD and the Nebraska Envi-
ronmental Trust, this project included sediment
removal and the installation of rock jetties and
riprap to reduce erosion and sedimentation in
the future.

29. McCOOK
(Kelley Canyon)
Sponsor: Middle Republican NRD

The NRDF provided a grant of $512,000.00
for this flood control project in the north-
ern part of McCook. The construction of

a flood water retarding structure, drainage
way improvement, and bridge replacement
are the main features in this project that was
completed in 1981.

30. MILL CREEK
Sponsor: Lower Platte South NRD

The Mill Creek Project is a flood control project
in Louisville that involved the construction of a
bypass for Mill Creek flood flows along Highway
50, bridge clean-out work, and the enlargement
of an existing berm. The project was com-
pleted in 1990 and was awarded a NRDF
grant of $66,850.03.




31. MIRA CREEK
Sponsor: Lower Loup NRD

This clearing and snagging project was carried
out to improve the channel capacity of Mira
Creek adjacent to the Village of North Loup

in order to reduce flooding in that community.
The project also included the replacement of
an irrigation lateral flume with a siphon. A
NRDF grant of $68,952.41 was awarded and
the project was completed in 1985.

32. MOORES CREEK
Sponsor: Central Platte NRD

The Moores Creek Project is a flood control
project near Grand Island that consisted of
channel improvement work and the develop-
ment of small flood water retention/detention
cells along the stream. The project also

utilized a large detention cell constructed by the
Nebraska Department of Roads in its Highway
281 improvement project. Construction of the
project was completed in 1995 with NRDF
grant assistance totaling $1,931,670.22.

33. NIOBRARA RIVER ACCESS
Sponsor: Middle Niobrara NRD

The Niobrara River Access Project provided
for the development of one public access
site along the Niobrara River east of Val-
entine and the expansion of another. The
Brewer Bridge site includes a restroom, a
well, picnic tables, trash receptacles, a park-
ing area, and a canoe access point. The

facilities at the Cdj
were enlarged a
with the U.S. Fis
Completed in 19
NRDF grant of $

34. OGALLALA |
Sponsor: City of

The Ogallala Proj
struction of two ex
north side of Ogall
engineering stan
facilities, consist
lectors and assoc
Platte River wer
attain comprehens
in the city. The p

NRDF grant of $¢
pleted in 1990.

35. OLIVER RES
Sponsor: South F

The Oliver Rese
reconstruction of
pole Creek that w
water for irrigatio
of Kimball, include
development aro
The structure alsg
benefits. Complé
utilized a NRDF
The Nebraska Ga
manages this site o
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“ nd Recreation Area)

a recreation and
on Walnut Creek
site was originally
hgineers in its Papil-
t. The project

hat impounds a
§9-acre tract and
development. The
999, and received

ng and clearing

e open floodway
’rairie Creek in Hall
d a NRDF grant of
pleted in 1980.

the construction of
ervoir on Trouble

bf three channels to
ide Creek, and (3)
ng drainage ditch to
khorn River. The

project was completed in 1994 and received
a NRDF grant of $2,251,337.08.

39. SCHOOL CREEK
Sponsor: Upper Big Blue NRD

The School Creek Project was proposed to pro-
vide groundwater recharge, flood control, sedi-
ment and erosion control, and recreation ben-
efits. Dam Site #3, located north of Sutton,
was to be the first structure to be constructed

in the School Creek Watershed. It was to have
a permanent pool of 160 acres but was sus-
pended by the project sponsor in 1982 due

to unanticipated costs that made the project
economically infeasible. A total of $45,724.71
in NRDF funds were expended for engineer-
ing and land rights appraisals.

40. SCRIBNER LEVE
Sponsor: City of Scribner

The Scribner Levee Project consisted of the
construction of a levee on the northwest,
west, south, and southeast sides of Scribner
to protect the city from Pebble Creek flood-
ing. The project, designed and primarily
funded by the Corps of Engineers as a Sec-
tion 205 project, provides 100-year flood pro-
tection to Scribner. The project, as originally
designed, was completed and an additional
levee was constructed on the east side of
the city to protect Scribner from the 100-year
flood of the Elkhorn River. A NRDF grant

of $426,433.81 was awarded and the project
was completed in 1995.

00



41. SILVER CREEK
Sponsor: Central Platte NRD

The Silver Creek Flood Control Project con-
sists of an excavated floodway along Silver
Creek and Clarks Drain in Merrick County.
The project is designed to convey runoff
water from agricultural land in the area.
Reduced flooding and improved crop produc-
tion have resulted from the project. Com-
pleted in 1987 the project received a
NRDF grant of $2,307,175.53. As a result
of project construction, the base flow of Silver
Creek has increased due to greater ground-
water seepage and the stream has formed
new meanders within the floodway.

42. SOUTH FORK 2-A
(Iron Horse Trail Lake)
Sponsor: Nemaha NRD

Structure 2-A of the P.L. 566 South Fork
Watershed Project is the designated multi-
purpose structure in the watershed. The
project provides flood control, sediment
and erosion control, wildlife habitat and
recreation benefits. The site consists of
360 acres and the structure has a conser-
vation pool of 85 acres. The project is
located near DuBois in the southeastern
part of the state where little water-based
recreation is available. The project was
awarded a NRDF grant of $266,632.71
and was completed in 1986.

43. SUMMIT LAK
Sponsor: Papio-

Summit Lake (Strug
Tekamah-Mud Cree
designated multi-pul
shed. The project p
efits to the City of Te
land and also wate
region of the state t
metropolitan area.
a NRDF grant of $
passes 400 acres, i
servation pool of 19
completed in 1982 ¢
and Parks Commission
a state recreation arga

Aquatic Habitat Rehg
pleted in 2002. Itin
the construction of
arms of the reservo
jetties to reduce sha

44. THOMPSON
Sponsor: City of L

This project resultg
a floodwater retard

the adoption of the
nance. The struct
to drain down slo
was completed in
$240,581.72 was |

South Fork 2-A Project
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Walnut Creek
Flood Control Project

45. UNION IRRIGATION DISTRICT
REHABILITATION

Sponsor: Union Irrigation District & North
Platte NRD

The Union Irrigation District Rehabilitation Proj-
ect provided for the rehabilitation of the irriga-
tion district’s water delivery system as earthen
laterals were replaced with underground PVC
pipe. Planned and designed by the NRCS as
a RC&D project, the project was completed
in 1989 and was awarded a NRDF loan of
$82,500.00. The Union Irrigation District made
its final loan payment in 1999.

18

46. WALNUT CREEK
Sponsor: Lower Big Blue NRD

The Walnut Creek Flood Control Project consists
of four structures and is the first NRDF project
that was developed as a watershed plan. The
structures are located east and north of Crete
and provide recreation (Site 2) and grade stabili-
zation as well as flood control benefits. The struc-
tures have conservation pools ranging from 16 to
26 acres. The project was completed in 1982
and NRDF assistance totaled $264,225.00 in
the form of a grant.

47. WARM SLOUGH/TROUBLE CREEK
Sponsor: Central Platte NRD

The Warm Slough/Trouble Creek Project is a
flood control project that provides 100-year
flood protection to Central City. The project
consists of a diversion structure and channel
that intercept flood flows in Warm Slough
and in Trouble Creek above Central City
and convey them to the Platte River. The
project was awarded a NRDF grant of
$1,535,417.70 and was completed in 1994.

48. WAUNETA
Sponsor: Village of Wauneta & Upper
Republican NRD

The Wauneta Flood Control Project consists
of realignment and enlargement of the French-
man Creek channel and the replacement of
two bridges. The project provides flood control
benefits to the Village of Wauneta. The project
as constructed is a revision of the originally

planned project that consisted of the construc-
tion of flood control structures on selected trib-
utaries of Frenchman Creek above Wauneta.
High land rights and construction costs neces-
sitated modification of the original plan. The
project was completed in 1986 and involved
a NRDF grant of $556,084.19.

49. WEST SAND DRAW
Sponsor: Middle Niobrara NRD

This project, which was completed in 1981,
involved the construction of an earthen dam on
Brown County Road right-of-way northwest of
Ainsworth. The structure traps sediment which
otherwise would be carried down to Plum Creek,
a cold water tributary of the Niobrara River. The
project, which also provides grade stabiliza-
tion and an improved road crossing, utilized
a NRDF grant of $36,364.91.

50. WILLOW CREEK
Sponsor: Lower Elkhorn NRD

The Willow Creek Project, located southwest
of Pierce, is primarily a water storage, rec-
reation, and fish and wildlife enhancement
project. The project area includes approxi-
mately 1,700 acres and the 700-acre reser-
voir provides a variety of water-based rec-
reation opportunities. The project, which
was completed in 1986, also provides limited
flood control benefits. The project was
awarded a NRDF grant of $3,828,455.53.
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
manages this site as a state recreation area.

End of Resources Development Fund Completed Projects




51. ANTELOPE CREEK
Sponsor: Lower Platte South NRD

The Antelope Creek Project, designed and
principally funded by the Corps of Engineers,
will provide 100-year flood protection to a
downtown area of Lincoln. The project
involves the construction of a floodwater
conveyance channel, a recreation trail, and
bridge improvement work. Design and land
acquisition activities are underway.

52. ENDERS DAM
Sponsor: Frenchman Valley and Hitchcock &
Red Willow Irrigation Districts

The Enders Dam Project will provide for

the installation of drains to correct excessive
seepage in Enders Dam, located on French-
man Creek near Imperial. The project, princi-
pally funded by the Bureau of Reclamation,
has been delayed due to lengthy geotechni-
cal analysis and continued monitoring.

53. LAKE ERICSON
Sponsor: Lower Loup NRD

The Lake Ericson Project involves the recon-
struction and improvement of an old hydro-
electric dam on the Cedar River near Ericson
along with the development of public recre-
ation facilities there. The Lake Ericson Asso-
ciation, an organization of cabin owners at
the lake, is assisting with the project. Con-
struction is set to begin.

Nebraska Resources Development Fund Ll
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54. LITTLE SANDY CREEK WATERSHED
Sponsor: Little Blue NRD

This watershed project involves the construc-
tion of five flood control dams on Little Sandy
Creek and tributaries in Saline, Fillmore, Jeffer-
son, and Thayer counties. Site 61 near Tobias
will be designed as a multi-purpose dam and
will provide various recreation activities. Design
and land rights activities are underway.

55. LOWER WOOD RIVER/
UPPER WARM SLOUGH
Sponsor: Central Platte NRD

Planned, designed, and principally funded by
the Corps of Engineers as a general investi-
gation type project, this project will provide
flood protection against the 100-year flood
event along the Wood River at Grand Island.
Principal project features include minor levee
and channel improvement work, a diversion
on Wood River and a floodway to the Platte
River. Due to a revised cost estimate, Con-
gressional reauthorization of the project was
necessary. Construction is underway.

56. PENDER FLOOD CONTROL
Sponsor: Village of Pender

This project is another Section 205 project
planned, designed, and principally funded by
the Corps of Engineers. The project will pro-
tect Pender from the 385-year flood event on
Logan Creek and primarily consists of levee

APPROVED PROJECTS

construction, including a floodwall section,
two state highway closure structures and a
detention cell. Project construction began in
the spring of 1998 and is completed but the
acquisition of flowage easements remains.

57. POWDER CREEK
Sponsor: Lewis & Clark NRD

The Powder Creek Project is a multi-purpose
structure (Site 31-20A) in the Aowa Creek
Watershed, a P.L. 566 project planned,
designed, and principally funded by NRCS. The
project will result in a 107-acre reservoir on

462 acres located southeast of Newcastle. The
project will reduce the flooding of agricultural
land and roads and bridges along with property
in the City of Ponca. The recreational facilities
at the site will complement Ponca State Park.
Construction of the dam is underway.

)
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58. SKULL CREEK SITE 55
(Homestead Lake)
Sponsor: Lower Platte North NRD

Skull Creek Site 55 is one of three floodwater
retarding structures that, along with levee
work, comprised the Skull Creek Watershed
Project. Limited recreation facility develop-
ment is planned for this multi-purpose struc-
ture site located north of Bruno. The res-
ervoir will have a conservation pool of 37
acres on approximately a 160-acre site. The
sponsor has attained land treatment require-
ments and construction of the dam has been
completed. Construction of recreation facili-
ties is nearing completion.

59. STEVENS CREEK WATERSHED
Sponsor: Lower Platte South NRD

The Stevens Creek Watershed Project
consists of ten small floodwater retarding
structures located on Stevens Creek and
its tributaries east of Lincoln. The dams
will serve to reduce flooding along the
stream, especially at Highway 6 where
several commercial structures are located.
The ten structures comprise one com-
ponent of a comprehensive plan for the
watershed. Two structures are under con-
struction and land acquisition activities are
underway at the other eight sites.
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60. UPPER LITTLE NEMAHA WATER-
SHED
Sponsor: Nemaha NRD

The Upper Little Nemaha Watershed Project
is a flood control project that consists of 18
floodwater retarding structures. Originally
planned by the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service as a P.L. 566 project, it is
located in the Bennet, Eagle, Palmyra, and
Unadilla area. Structure 23, the last of the
18 structures to be constructed, is nearing
completion.

61. WAKEFIELD LEVEE
Sponsor: City of Wakefield

The Wakefield Levee Project will provide
100-year flood protection to the City of Wake-
field from flooding along Logan Creek. The
project consists of a levee on the north and
east sides of the community, a highway clo-
sure structure, and the protection of three
city wells. The city also received FEMA fund-
ing through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Pro-
gram (HMGP) for the project. Construction
has been completed and administrative close
out of the project will soon take place.

62. WEEPING WATER CREEK WATERSHED
Sponsor: Lower Platte South NRD

The Weeping Water Creek Watershed Proj-
ect is a flood control project located in Cass
County. The project consists of 19 flood-
water retarding structures that will serve

to reduce flooding in the communities of
Weeping Water, Nehawka, and Union, to
agricultural land, and to roads and bridges.
Eighteen structures have been completed
but the construction of Site 7g is on hold
due to Cass County’s refusal to close
county roads for the project.

63. WEEPING WATER SITE 7G
Sponsor: Lower Platte South NRD

The Weeping Water Site 7g Project is to
provide for additional land acquisition and
the development of recreation facilities at this
structure site near ElImwood. The reservoir
would be 180 surface acres at conservation
pool level, about twice the size of 7g as a
single-purpose flood control structure. The
NRD will have to resolve the conflict over the
closing of two Cass County roads before this
project can proceed.

End of Resources Development Fund Approved Projects

A table regarding the financial status of the approved projects follows:
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FINANCIAL STATUS OF APPROVED PROJECTS
June 30, 2002

NANCIAL STATUS OF APPROVED PROJECTS
Ine 30, 2002

Amount Amount Amount
Allocated Obligated Expended
. PROJECT To Date

E

FULLY FUNDED

. Lower Wood River/
Upper Warm Slough $4,377,070.42 $4,377,070.42  $3,231,276.88

. Pender Flood Control 913,293.00 913,293.00 636,495.96
. Skull Creek Site 55 612,763.00 612,763.00 592,930.53
- Upper Little Nemaha NRD  3,411,003.34 3,411,003.34 3,052,801,80
. Wakefield Levee 299,216.45 299,216.45 164,875.50

PARTIALLY FUNDED

Antelope Creek $6,224,000.00 $1,500,000.00 $0.00
Lake Ericson 535,635.45 65,520.00 32,089.69
Powder Creek 453,671.40 453,671.00 278,618.23
Stevens Creek Watershed 1,798,396.25 1,224,881.75 257,537.55
Weeping Water Creek 5,204,450.00 3,736,657.37 3,736,657.37

APPROVED BUT NOT FUNDED

Enders Dam $37,064.25 $0.00 $0.00
Little Sandy Creek 2,020,200.00 0.00 0.00
Weeping Water Site 7g 1,276,410.00 - 0.00 0.00

Completed Projects $35,190,812.73 $35,190,812.73 $35,190,812.73 I

| TOTAL $62,353,986.29  $51,784,889.06  $47,174,096.24 |
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PROJECTS PENDING ANTICIPATED NRDF FUNDING NEEDS1/
Fiscal Years 2003-2004 and 2004-05

Project proposals for the following projects have been PROJECT FY 2003-2004 FY 2004-05
Lizzwﬁygnd feasibility study planning or review are currently APPROVED PROJECTS

The Upper Prairie/Silver/Moores Project is sponsored Antelope Creek $2,362,000.00 $787,333.00
by the Central Platte NRD. This project, which could include Enders Dam 0.00 37,064.00
dams in upland areas and detention basins in the Platte Lake Ericson 99,049.00 0.00
Valley, would serve to reduce flooding along potions of Prai- : \
rie, Silver, and Moores creeks and also remove part of Little Sandy Crfaek 838/970.00 464,520.00
northem Grand Island from the 100-year floodplain. Lower Wood River/ 0.00 0.00

The Western Sarpy/Clear Creek Project, sponsored by Upper Warm Slough 0.00 0.00
the Papio-Missouri River NRD, involves the improvement of Pender Flood Control 0.00 0.00
levees on both sides of the Platte River near Ashland. The Powder Creek 0.00 0.00 =
elevation, relocation, or removal of several cabins along the Skull Creek Site 55 0.00 '
river will also take place. HILaEeR oS ; 0.00

The Blue Creek Irrigation District Rehabilitation Proj- Stevens Creek Wish. 0.00 0.00
ect involves the replacement of earthen canals with buried Wakefield Levee 0.00 0.00
PVC pipe in order to improve irrigation water delivery and Weeping Water Creek Wish. 0.00 0.00
conservation. This project, located near Lewellen, is spon- Weeni :

G e ping Water Ck. Site 7g 0.00 0.00
red b Imigati the North

e AT And i Subtotal $3,320,019.00 $1,288,917.00

The Lower Platte North NRD is sponsoring the Skull PENDING PROJECTS =
Creek Sites 30 and 31 Project located near Bruno. The SRl
project involves the construction of two floodwater retarding Upper Prairie/Silver/Moores  $1 ,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00
structures (dams). Western Sarpy/Clear Creek  1,623,944.00 0.00

The Winslow Levee Project involves the construction of Blue Creek I.D. Rehab. 0.00 0.00
a levee on three sides of Winslow to protect it from Elkhom Skull Creek Sites 30 and 31 300.000.00 0.00
River flooding. This project is co-sponsored by the Village of ; iy
Winslow and the Lower Elkhom NRD. WI,nSIOW Lvee . 200,000.00 0.00

The Leigh Dam/Reservoir Project involves the con- Leigh Dam/Reservoir 100,000.00 400,000
struction of an earthen dam just west of Leigh. The resulting Subtotal $3,223,944.00 $1,400,000.00
multi-purpose reservoir would primarily provide flood control TOTAL $6,543,963.00 $2,688,917.00

and recreation benefits. The Lower Elkhorn NRD is

loct 1/ Assuming all projects proceed as planned
project sponsor.
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COMPLETED PROJECTS

. Ainsworth Reservoir

. Antelope Creek

. Aowa Creek

. Aurora 35-11-6

Big Papio Channel

. Big Sandy #1

. Big Sandy #2

. Buffalo Creek (Dawson Co.)
Buffalo Creek (Sarpy Co.)

. Central Butler

. Chalco Hills Recreation Area

. Clatonia Creek

. Clear Creek Watershed

. Crystal Lake

. Cub Creek

. Czechland Lake

. Davis Creek Reservoir

. Deshler (Suspended)

. Elkhorn River Bank Stabilization

. Gering Canal (Phase | & Il)

. Gering Canal (Phase lIl)

Nebraska Resources Development Fund |
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PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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. Howells Levee 37. Prairie Creek APPROVED PROJECTS
. Liberty Creek 38. Rawhide Creek 51. Antelope Creek
. Lodgepole Creek at Sidney  39. School Creek (Suspended) 52. Enders Dam
. Long Branch 40. Scribner Levee 53. Lake Ericson
. Loomis Pipeline 41. Silver Creek 54. Little Sandy Creek Watershed
. Lost Creek 42. South Fork 2-A 55. Lower Wood River/Upper Warm
. Maskenthine Lake 43. Summit Lake Slough
. McCook 44. Thompson Creek 56. Pender Flood Control
. Mill Creek 45. Union Irrigation District Rehabilitation 57. Powder Creek
. Mira Creek 46. Walnut Creek 58. Skull Creek Site 55
. Moores Creek 47. Warm Slough/Trouble Creek 59. Stevens Creek Watershed
. Niobrara River Access 48. Wauneta 60. Upper Little Nemaha Watershed
. Ogallala 49. West Sand Draw 61. Wakefield Levee
. Oliver Reservoir 50. Willow Creek 62. Weeping Water Creek Watershed
. Papio Site 21 63. Weeping Water Creek Site 7g

June 30, 2002

43

5 11,36,44,63

25
42

PENDING PROJECTS

64. Upper Prairie/Silver/Moores
65. Western Sarpy/Clear Creek
66. Blue Creek |.D. Rehab.

67. Skull Creek Sites 30 and 31
68. Winslow Levee

69. Leigh Dam/Reservoir
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